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had to keep ourselves alive and free, and we did so. It is
by no means sure that plain, honest, downright policies,
however laudable, would have succeeded. The <>ak may butt
the storm, but the reeds bow and quiver in the gale and
also survive.
It is a mistake to judge English foreign policy from 1667
to 1670, from the Triple Alliance with Holland against
France to the Secret Treaty of Dover with France against
Holland, as if it meant simply alternating periods of good and
evil, of light and darkness, and of the influence of Sir William
Temple as against that of the Duchess of Orleans. In fact,
both the problems and the controls were continuous and the
same, and our policy rested throughout in the same hands, in
those of Charles II and his Minister Arlington. Although
devoid of both faith and illusions, they were certainly not
unintelligent, nor entirely without patriotic feeling,. The
invasion of Belgium by Louis XIV in the late summer of
1667 confronted them both with a situation of the utmost
perplexity. At this stage in his life, at any rate, Charles
desired to play an independent part in Kurope, while Arlington,
with his Spanish sympathies and training and his Dutch wife,
was positively anti-French. Their first impulse was to resist
the invasion of Belgium.
Strange indeed why this patch of land should exercise
such compelling influence upon our unsophisticated an-
cestors 1 Apparently in 1667 they forgot or expunged the
burning of their battleships in the Medway and Thames and
all the passions of hard-fought naval battles because France
. was about to invade Belgium. Why did Belgium count so
much with them ? Two hundred and fifty "ycurs later we
saw the manhood of the British Empire hastening across all
the seas and oceans of the world to conquer or die in defence
of this same strip of fertile, undulating country about the
mouth of the Scheldt. Every one felt he had to go, and no
one asked for logical or historical explanations. But then,
without education, we understood many things for which
convincing verbal arguments were lacking. So did our
ancestors at this time. The Court, the Parliament, the
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